
In my experience it
is impossible to picture 
a googol plex in
concrete terms. Any 
attempt will scramble 
your brain. An
implacable guard 
blocks the door
to that kind of
intuition.

But, let’s try to 
sneak by the 
guard and see 
what we can.
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There is a googol ways of  painting a
10 by 10 grid of  squares using 10 colors.

ams.org/reallybignumbers



You could

cr
am

about 2
0

billion grains of

ve
ry

fine sa
n

d

into a basketball.
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